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This invention relates fo hair combs, and" 
more Particularly fo a hair comb of the self- 
cleaning type. 
A main object of the invention is t.o provide 
a novel and improved hair comb of the self- 
cleaning type which is very iimple in construc- 
tion, which is easy to manipulate, and which is 
neat in appearance. 
A further object of the invention is fo provide 
an improved self-cleaning lair comb which is 
very inexpensive fo manufacture, which is very 
compact in size, and which is provided with 
means for dispensing hair lotion or 0ther 
treating fluid during the use of the comb. 
Other objects and advantages of the inven- 
tion will become apparent from the following 
description and claims, and from the accompany- 
ing drawings, wherein: 
Figure 1 is a side elevational view of an im- 
proved, self-cleaning hair comb constructed in 
accordance with the present invention; 
Figure 2 is a transverse, vertical, cross-sec- 
tional view taken on line 2--2 of Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is an end elevational view of the comb 
of Figure 1 shown in normal, released position; 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary, perspective, sec- 
tional view of one of the plate elements of the 
comb of Figure 1; 
Figure 5 is a cross-sectional view taken on 
line §--§ of Figure 2, the comb teeth being 
shown in spaced apart relationship correspond- 
ing fo the positions of said teeth during use of 
the comb; 
Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view taken on 
line 6--6 of Figure 3, showing the comb teeth 
in aligned position. 
Referring fo the drawings, the comb is gen- 
erally designated ai II, said comb comprising 
a pair of longitudinally extending, rectangular 
plate members 12 and 13 of suitable flexible 
material, such as elastic plastic material, 
secured together in face fo face relation ai their 
upper longitudinal margin portions and being 
cemented together as ai I1. The lower portions 
of the plate members 12 and 13 are formed with 
coplanar laterally offset equally spaced, sub- 
stantially parallel, straight, depending teeth 
shown at I§ and 16, the teeth of the one plate 
member being staggered longitudinally with re- 
spect fo the teeth of the other plate member. 
If is to be noted that the teeth of the plate mem- 
bers 12 and 13 are inwardly offset in opposite 
lateral directions with respect to the plate mem- 
bers, thereby enabling the teeth of one plate 
member to be moved relative to the teeth of the 

.other Plate member by flexing th. 
tions of the plate members inwardly towardeach 
other. The free portions of the plate. 
12 and 13 are bent slightly with respec t t0. th_e!r 
5 ' Cemented upper portions, whereby the.lowe.r_ por- 
tions of the plate members .diverge dçnwardly, 
as shown in Figure 3, deflning a .cavity I-1. ther e- 
between, .and whereby .the .depending: fingers t § 
.and 16 normally interengage wit h each, other 
10 and are in longitudinal alignment, as sh.owD in 
.. Figure 6= .As shown inFigure.4, the. man:,py 
portion of each plate member .is 
shown ai I lI, to provide ciearance for .the-upp_er 
knee portions of the depending fingers of the 
15 opposing plate member. 
In using the comb, the divergent lower por- 
tions of the plate members are manually pressed 
together, whereby the flngers I§ and 16 are sep- 
arated and are arranged in staggered relation, 
20 as shown in Figure 5, and whereby the comb 
may be drawn through the hair to perform the 
desired combing operation. If desired, a piece 
of wool or flannel, saturated with hair treat- 
ment liquid, may be placed in the cavity I1, 
25 whereby said liquid will be applied fo the hair 
during the combing operation, the liquid be- 
ing squeezed out through the space between the 
depending comb teeth by the pressure applied fo 
the divergent portions of the plate members. 
30 After the combing operation, the comb teeth 
may be cleaned by merely releasing the pressure 
on the lower divergent portions of the plate 
members, whereby the plate members will flex 
t0ward the positions of Figure 3, the comb teeth 
35 moving past each other and removing any loose 
material therefrom. The comb teeth may be 
cleaned thoroughly by flexing the lower portions 
of the plate members inwardly several rimes, 
whereby this material, such as loose hairs, dand- 
40 turf, and the like, is rubbed off the comb teeth 
by their movements past each other. 
Whfle a speciflc embodiment of an improved 
self-cleaning comb has been disclosed in the fore- 
going descriptioni it will be understood that var- 
45 ious modifications within the spirit of the in- 
vention may occur to those skilled in the art. 
Therefore, if is intended that no limitations be 
placed on the invention except as deflned by the 
scope of the appended claims. 
50 What is claimed is: 
1. A ielf-cleaning comb comprising a pair of 
flexible plate members secured together in face 
to face relation ai their upper marginal portions, 
the lower portions of the plae members being 
5 paced apart and movable towards each 0ther,. 



coplanar laterally offset equally spaced, substan- 
tially parallel, straight, depending teeth carried 
OF each plate member, the teeth of one plate 
member being staggered longitudinally with re- 
spect te th teeth of the other plate member 
and the teeth of the respective plate members 
being inwardly offset in opposite lateral directions 
with respect te the respective plate members, 
wherey thé teeth of 0ne plate member may be 
moved fêltie te the teeth 0f the 0tiier ilàte 
membeï by flxing the lower portions of the 
plate members inwardly towards each other. 
2. A self-cleaning comb comprising a pai of 
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3. A self-cleaning comb comprising a pair of 
flexible plate members secured together in face 
te face relation at their upper longitudinal mar- 
ginal portions, the lower portions of th plate 
6 members being movable towards each other, 
laterally offset equally spaced, substantially 
parallel, straight depending teeth carried by each 
plate member, the teeth .of one plate member 
being staggêrëd longitudinall: - With réspect te 
10 tie tèeth of thé othèr platê membre" and the 
teeth of the respective plate members being 
ardly offset in opposite lateral directions with 
rèspect te said plate members, whereby the teeth 

flexible plate members secured together in face of one plate member may be moved relative te 
te face relation at their upper longitudinal mar 16 the teeth of tle ether plate member by flexing 
ginal portions, the lower p0.rtons 0f the plat e  .th.low_er portion s of the plate members inwardly 
members being movable towards eacheter« c0 - - t0wards each other, the lower portions of the 

planar laterally offset equally spaced, .substanr 
tially parallel, straight, depending te'eh ared 
OF each plate member., the teeth of one plate 
iëiitërbeifig tggered longitudinally With. re- 
:Péc fO tl/e teéth 0 mWOthér .platê mèmber and 
th:ë: tèëth. Of the respective ïólatè mmers bëing 
. " Ifiadl_ ffset inopposite laterai directions With 
1.esbëo te the espetivë plate mêmbêrs, whereby 
h éeth of- one. plate memër may be meved 
-rëltive te-thé eeth of the Other plate membr 
b:.flëg th lower portions of the plat mem- 
ëf$ it¢ardty tOwards èaeh other, the lower per- 
iOg6thë platê member bêing normally down- 
'tYgdlFdiCeçgent.tO deflne g cavity therebetWeën 
ïvhictlfg  ëployëd te recëivë hair tréating 
ïCérigÂ. 

" plate members being normally downwardly di- 
vergent te deflne a cavity therebetween which 
20 may be employed te feceive hair treating ma- 
téial, the teeth-bêing arngêd te lié in a coin- 
mon longituifil plane Whën squeezing présue 
on the lower portions of the plate mëmbérS is 
releaed. 
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